
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
      Thursday the 28th of March 2024 

 
    Important Upcoming Events 2024 

29 March - 2 April - Easter break, SCHOOL CLOSED (this includes Tuesday) 

5 and 6 April - School centenary celebrations 

10 April - Year 1 - 3 duathlon, 11.45 start 

11 April - Y5/6 Interschool swimming sports  

12 April - 3pm Last day of school for Term 1 

Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for  
that kete. 

 
SCHOOL CENTENARY - 5TH AND 6TH APRIL 2024 

Thank you very much to our kapa haka roopu and  the choir who are providing ‘live’ entertainment over the 
centenary celebrations. Thank you to whānau who have committed to having the choir here at 9.45am on 
Saturday morning. 
Please note that due to us having the full school plus centenary registrants onsite on Friday, we are unable to 
have our current school whānau in attendance. We will ensure that our kapa haka roopu have an opportunity 
to perform for you sometime soon. 

 

 
WAYS TO CONTACT THE OFFICE WHEN YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT OR 

LATE 
Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 
App - See how to download the App below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/  
School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 
Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it can take a long time 
to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your child is safe and not a missing child. 
Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t always see emails when they are teaching. Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:office@hokowhitu.school.nz
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/


UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Ngā mihi kia koutou 
 

 
KID LIT QUIZ - A report from Mrs Gifford-Moore 

 
On Tuesday 26th March I took two teams of 4 students to participate in the Kid Lit Quiz competition in Feilding. 
There were 40 teams altogether of students ranging from primary school to intermediate. 
We had the highest score in two of the 10 categories and had to enter a play off with other schools with the 
same result. We won the 'Unicorn category!' Makayla also won an individual question (competing against 200 
students) and was rewarded with $5! 
When the overall results were revealed Hokowhitu A Team (Alex, Makayla, Amos and Catherine) were the top 
scoring Year 5/6 team, achieving 1st place! 
A huge congratulations to all our literacy superstars, it is fantastic to have the opportunity to compete against 
other students with interests in books. 
 

We would like to add a huge congratulations to Mrs Gifford Moore for her skill, time and energy in preparing 
the teams too! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GOAL SETTING EVENINGS 

Thanks to everyone who came along to one of our evenings this week. It was lovely to see whānau spending 
time together enjoying the kete environment and learning more about the learning your tamariki have been 
doing. 
For some whānau this may also be the first opportunity you have had to visit your child’s 2024 kete and have a 
conversation with each of the teachers in the learning space. 
 

DUATHLON - date change 

Akonga in Years 1 -3 have this event to look forward to on the 10th of April. For health and safety reasons we 
made the decision to postpone the duathlon until after the senior playground work is finished. 
 

Wishing everyone a fabulous  Easter weekend. Remember we have another short week coming up! SCHOOLS 
ARE CLOSED ON THE TUESDAY AFTER EASTER MONDAY. 
 

Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 



UPDATE FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Tēnā koutou, 
 
Last week the Board held its second meeting of the year, and we want to update you on a few 
things. 
 
Following a period of consultation, we have now approved the proposed changes to the 
Communication Policy around student phones and portable digital devices. This ensures we are 
aligned with the government regulation requiring all schools to have a “phones away for the day” 
policy in place by the start of term 2. You can read the full policy on our school website. 
 
We are also delighted to see the new senior playground nearing completion! We are currently also 
working slowly towards a less spectacular but very important project: redesigning and replacing the 
roof over the Te Kete Wakahuia corridor, to address leaks in the resource room and staffroom. 
We’re also working on a detailed review of the school’s property to ensure we’re on top of 
maintenance issues and can make sensible decisions about what and where we invest in 
improvements. 
 
Finally, we would like to offer some acknowledgements. First, we join with Lin in thanking Helen 
Griffin for her service to the school as Deputy Principal and Learning Support Coordinator - and for 
voluntarily attending Board meetings! We also want to thank all the teachers in TKT and TKA who 
went above and beyond to ensure that the recent camps were safe and successful: Priscilla Gifford 
Moore, Liz Longley, Jenny Lovegrove, Elisha Masoe, and Sam Sloan. The Board has to sign off on 
camp because it involves an overnight stay as well as high risk activities, and we knew we could have 
a lot of confidence in the high-quality health and safety plans that our staff had developed. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Philip Steer 
 
 
 

YUMMY STICKER COLLECTION 
Collect the Yummy cut-out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) and individual Yummy 
apple stickers for our school’s share of the $200,000 free Sport sports gear prize pool. Yummy apples are 

available from New World, PAK’nSAVE and participating Four Square stores. We get bonus stickers for 
Ambrosia, Sweet Tango and Lemonade apples. The more you collect, the more sports gear we get so get going 

and start collecting your Yummy cut-out labels and stickers now! 
 

Sticker sheets are available from our school office or from your child's kete. 
 

We will be collecting stickers until the 22nd of October 
Thank you for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIFORM  
If you are looking at getting the new uniform, it will be available from Academy Apparel from the first week of 
the school holidays. Reminder that it is ONLY the skort, shorts and long pants that are being updated (not the 
tops, or jerseys).  This is also NOT COMPULSORY to update yet. The current uniform can be worn up until 2026.  
If you have any questions please contact our school office -  office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

office@hokowhitu.school.nz


 
 
 
 
Basketball 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered. You will receive team lists and sports uniforms 
next week. 

Years 1 & 2 - Winter Hockey 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered. You will receive team lists and sports uniforms 
next week. 

Years 3 & 4 - Winter Hockey 2024 
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered. You will receive team lists and sports uniforms 
next week. 

Years 5 & 6 - Winter Hockey 2024  
This is now CLOSED. Thank you to everyone who has registered. You will receive team lists and sports uniforms 
next week. 
 
NETBALL 
Hokowhitu Defenders - This week's netball game was exciting, with the wind taking over and sweeping the ball 
off in all directions. The girls handled it like experts and still managed a win against Riverdale 2-1.  
Our player of the day was Imogen. Kai pai girls!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions regarding sports, you can contact Carlee Hodge - c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz or  
Jen Bates - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
 
Coaches/Managers - If you would like details in the newsletter, please email them to 
office@hokowhitu.school.nz no later than Thursday please. 

mailto:c.hodge@hokowhitu.school.nz
https://hokowhituschool-my.sharepoint.com/personal/office_hokowhitu_school_nz/Documents/Documents/Newsletter/Term%201%202021/Term%203%202021/office@hokowhitu.school.nz


Trip to El Rancho - By Aarush (TKT) 
 
“On a sunny Monday, March 11th, 2024, Te Kete Tangaroa went on a trip to a camp called El Rancho so we 
could learn to foster independence and learn outside of the classroom. We experienced kayaking, wilderness 
survival, horse riding and living in cabins. 
 
First, we got on the bus to go to El Rancho. I sat inside bus number 1.  
I love going on buses, but the ride was very bumpy. Luckily I was not carsick, and I read my book called Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid: Double Down.  
 
We arrived, put our bags in our cabins and went to dinner. For dinner there was broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, 
rice and something like butter chicken. That was the first time I ate dinner with my friends apart from a 
sleepover. The food was delicious! The food was spicy, and people were drinking a lot of water! But Ronav, 
Harveer and I thought they were just joking! Then for dessert, we had jelly and ice cream, and it was yummy!  
 
Then we went to our cabins to go to sleep. But there was one problem…I couldn't sleep! Lucas and Hohua 
couldn't sleep as well. And to make things worse there was a cockroach! I didn't like the cabins!  
The next day we did the activities. My favourite activity was the glow-in-the-dark dodgeball! We beat 
Manawatu but lost to Tangimoana. Tangimoana got to go against the parents. But the parents won. I wanted 
Tangimoana to win though. Then we had a dance party. Then the next day we had to leave.  
 
In the morning we went for a beach walk. I was exhausted from holding my big black and heavy bag. The walk 
was one whole hour! When we got to the beach we saw lots of bluebottles. Bluebottles are a type of jellyfish. 
Then we returned to El Rancho and got on the bus to take us back. 
 
I had lots of fun at El Rancho. I learned many new things like kayaking”. 

TKT CAMP 2024 
 



Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Evie - For forming all her letters correctly.  
Emily - For learning all the first 8 sounds.  
Carson - For concentrating on building a Lego car using the instructions.  
Amelia - For using her words to solve problems. 
Myra - For sitting down and joining in at workshops. Tino pai.  
Gian - For working hard on your learning. Kā pai.  
Serena - For writing your numbers correctly and neatly. Tīno pai!  
Manha - For focusing well and showing enthusiasm in maths workshops. Tīno pai! 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Aadarsh - Welcome to Hokowhitu School and the Te Kete Pounamu class.  
Blake - For excellent work with the 5+ basic facts.  
Brodie - For excellent work with your number formation. 
Alex - For your enthusiasm and participation in maths workshops.  
Kiel - For trying hard to form numbers and letters correctly.  
Louis - For reading with improved speed and expression. 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Te Kekerewai - For being kind and caring to others. Being very thoughtful and empathetic. 
Harley - For making better choices about where he sits and who he works with to help him be the best learner. 
Anna W - For having a great attitude toward all learning and being organised for all lessons.  
Anna S - For observing like a mathematician during maths starter.  
Ajay - For excellent adjective mahi during literacy.  
Isla H - For a fantastic 'c' or 'k' poster at literacy starter.  
Lohan - For fantastic creativity in our wildlife art.  
Inwoo - For consistently showing enthusiasm for learning.  
Antonella - For sharing her knowledge during our maths starter esti-mystery. 
 
Te Kete Aronui 
Imogen D - For your ideas in literacy workshops. You are reading for information well!  
Isabella - Your word study skills are helping you to break new words into parts so you can read them - great 
work!  
Shanaaya - You can explain the way you worked out a maths problem, great effort.  
Nehan - You explain your learning well in maths workshops.  
Maleigha-Rose - For great work with learning your times tables.  
Carlos - For impressive 'Baby Dragon' writing & for using commas well!  
Aiden - For the knowledge you share in our discussions, fantastic! 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Daniel - Outstanding addition and subtraction, showing working out neatly in his book.  
Titus - Excellent work with decimals.  
Anahera - For making good progress in learning the code.  
Omar - Excellent work in maths learning new strategies.  
Dominic - For taking part in a spelling game with enthusiasm.  
Madisyn - For an excellent attitude to maths this week.  
Catherine - For studying hard for Kid Lit Quiz.  
Mason - Excellent work using reversibility to solve subtraction problems.  
Renee - Outstanding addition and subtraction, showing working out neatly in her book. 

 



Community Notices 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


